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A CONVERSATION 


“F  always  used  to  vote  for  the  Labor  Party  before  the 
War.  Once  or  twice  since  I have  voted  for  them,  but  only 
because  the  other  side  are  such  incapables.” 

“Why  did  you  change?” 

“Over  the  War.  When  a country  is  engaged  in  a life 
and  death  struggle  one  has  to  stick  to  it.  Fisher  did  at 
first,  but  the  Laborites  weakened  during  the  fight.” 

“How?  In  opposing  Conscription?” 

Of  course  not.  I voted  for  Conscription,  but  am  sorr> 

now.  But  what  did  they  do  at  Perth?  Passed  a resolution 
in  favor  of  Peace  by  Negotiation!  ” 

“Well,  didn’t  Peace  come  by  negotiation?” 

“Yes,  1 suppose  it  did.  I only  read  the  daily  papers 
and  they  are  usually  false  guides.  Tell  me  all  about  it.” 


Hence  this  pamphlet. 


What  is  true  requires  but  time  to  establish  it  in  men’s 
minds.  Time  and  truth  against  all  the  world.  But  you 
must  have  time,  and  that  time  which  destroys  everything 
else  only  establishes  truth. 


The  Australian  Labor  Party  and 

The  War 


THE  PERTH  CONFERENCE. 

W hat  was  it  the  Perth  Conference  decided? 

On  the  ITth  June,  1918,  representatives  of  all  the  Labor 
Parties  of  the  States  met  at  the  West  Australian  capital. 
The  war  had  been  raging  for  nearly  four  years.  Australian 
men  were  being  killed  in  hundreds;  every  day’s  newspaper 
reported  increasing  casualty  lists,  war  loans  at  yearly 
augmenting  rates  of  interests  were  sapping  the  economic 
j)rogress  of  the  community;  and  Mr.  Hughes,  that  costly 
luxury  which  the  conntiy  could  ill  afford,  was  deporting 
men  and  women,  and  sending  to  prison  those  who  dared 
to  speak  or  write  freely.  Our  ordinary  liberties  were 
suspended.  The  military  censors  controlled,  and  poisoned, 
the  public  sources  of  information,  the  daily  press;  whilst 
Labor  newspapers  were  suppressed  and  their  offices 
frequently  invaded  by  armed  men.  It  was  no  longer  a 
freeman’s  right  to  speak  or  write  as  liis  conscience  and 
knowledge  demanded. 

The  opening  verses  of  the  6th  chapter  of  Matthew  read; 

“Blessed  are  the  poor  in  spirit;  for  theirs  is  the 
Kingdom  of  Heaven. 

“Blessed  are  they  that  mourn;  for  they  shall  be 
comforted. 

“Blessed  are  the  meek;  for  they  shall  inherit  the 
earth. 

“Blessed  are  they  which  do  hunger  and  thirst  after 
righteousness;  for  they  shall  be  filled. 

“Blessed  are  the  merciful;  for  they  shall  obtain 
mercy. 

“Blessed  are  the  pure  in  heart;  for  they  shall  see 
Cod. 

“Blessed  are  the  ])eacemakefs;  for  they  shall  be 
called  the  children  of  God.” 

Why  are  these  immortal  teachings  set  out  here? 

Because,  acting  under  the  authority  of  “I,  George  F, 
TTarce,’’  military  censors  raided  a Labor  paj^er  office,  and 
refused  to  allow  it  to  publish  these  divine  words. 
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Ill  such  a matter  one  might  have  expected  the  Churches, 
he  servants  of  the  Prince  of  Peace  to  act.  They  did  not 
ieek  Peace  and  ensue  it;  but  in  most  ceases  were  overcome 
)v  the  common  blood  lust  of  the  time.  Some  of  their 
•lergy  were  forced  out  of  their  charges  for  obeying  the 
irecept,  “Blessed  are  the  Peacemakers.”  One  minister 
4aid  he  would  not  be  satisfied  till  he  had  preached  out  of 
lis  Church  every  man  fit  to  enlist  Another  damned 
niblicly  a leading  ecclesiastic  who  had  opposed  Conscrip- 
ion.  The  pulpits  resounded  wilh  glorification  of 
nilitarism;  they  went  enthusiastically  with  the  popular 
dream,  and  the  war  drum  was  beaten  as  vigorously  in 
.he  Churches  on  Sundays  as  in  the  newspapers  every  week 
lay. 

Ill  pulpit  and  press,  the  Labor  Party  and  those  who 
-ought  for  peace,  were  denounced. 

It  was  therefore  time  for  the  Labor  Party  to  act,  and 
.he  Perth  Labor  Conference  of  1918  did  act,  and  passed 
his  as  its  first  general  resolution: — 

■'That,  as  the  Governments  of  Europe,  founded 
on  class  rule,  and  adopting  the  methods  of 
secret  diplomacy,  have  failed  utterly  to  preserve 
peace,  or  to  bring  the  present  war  within 
measurable  distance  of  a conclusion;  and,  whereas 
the  existing  capitalistic  system  of  production 
for  profit,  compels  every  nation  constantly  to  seek 
new  markets  to  exploit,  inevitably  leading  to  a periodic 
clash  of  rival  interests,  we  contend  that  only  by  an 
organised  system  of  production  for  use,  under 
democratic  control,  can  a recurrence  of  such  calami- 
ties be  permanently  avoided.  1’he  present  system, 
by  fostering  commercial  rivalry,  territorial  greed,  and 
dynastic  ambitions,  has  created  an  atmosphere  of 
mutual  fear  and  distrust  among  the  Great  Powers, 
which  was  the  immediate  cause  of  the  present  colossal 
struggle. 

‘•While  the  people  suffer  and  die  in  millions,  thou- 
sands of  the  ruling  and  privileged  classes  are  amassing 
huge  fortunes  out  of  war  profits.  We  are,  therefore, 
convinced  that  peace  can  only  be  accomplished  by 
the  united  eftorts  of  the  workers  of  all  the  countries 
involved.  We,  therefore,  to  quote  the  “Sydney 
Morning  Herald”  of  April  18th,  1917,  “rejoice  over  the 
revolution  in  Russia,”  and  congratulate  the  people  of 
that  country  upon  their  efforts  to  abolish  despotic 
])ower  and  class  privileges. 

“We  are  of  opinion  that  a comifiete  military  victory 
by  the  allies  over  the  Central  European  powers  can 
only  be  accomplished  by  the  further  sacrifice  of  human 
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lives,  and  the  creation  of  an  intolerable  burden  of  debt, 

to  the  further  impoverishment  of  the  workers,  who 

must  bear  such  burdens.” 

Has  not  ever)-  word  of  this  resolution  been  justified  by 
later  knowledge? 

But  how  was  it  met  by  the  Tory  iiress  of  the 
time?  The  anti-Labor  press  were  most  indignant 
at  Labor’s  gesture  for  Peace.  The  “Argus”  of  24th  June, 
1918,  wrote: — “There  is  an  affront  to  commonsense, 
decent  feeling  and  truth  in  every  line  of  these  jtrecious 

resolutions The  final  form  of  all  the  aspirations, 

in  every  degree  of  folly,  ignorance,  dishonesty,  cowardice, 
and  sniffling  self-sufficiency.”  The  “Age”  of  25th  June, 
1918,  stated:  “The  political  party  which  sought  to  advance 

them  would  make  itself  a public  laughing  stock it  is 

ignorant  farrago.”  And  on  27th  June,  1918,  the  “Age” 
broke  out  again:  “It  is  too  ignorant,  too  contemptible. 
Withered  little  souls,  incapable  of  expansion  in  the  cause 
of  country  and  freedom,  cannot  claim  for  long  to  represent 
even  a section  of  a loyal  working  population,  true  to  its 
manhood  and  the  land  of  its  birth.” 

Yet  “the  affront  to  commonsense,”  the  “sniffling 
self-sufficiency,”  the  “ignorant  farrago”  of  the  “withered 
little  souls”  at  the  Perth  Conference  was  finally  adopted 
in  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  and  signed  by  the  statesmen  of  the 
world.  On  2Sth  June,  1919,  after  continued  further 
slaugher,  with  increased  toll  of  life,  maiming,  lunacy,  blind- 
ness, and  waste,  and  overwhelming  cost  and  debt,  Mr. 
Hughes,  the  expelled  Labor  leader,  with  the  enthusiastic 
support  and  sycophantic  adulation  of  the  Nationalist  press, 
-signed  for  Australia  a Peace  which  embodied  almost 
entirely  what  the  Perth  Labor  Conference  had  advocated 
in  June,  1918. 

The  criticisms  against  peace  by  negotiation  were 
forgotten.  They  had  been  made  either  through  ignorance 
or  worse.  It  is  now  known  that,  as  early  as  September, 

1914,  before  one  Australian  soldier  had  left  our  shores  or 
been  sacrificed,  the  Kaiser  had  made  peace  proposals.  The 
Pope  immediately  afterwards,  and  frequently  during  the 
continuance  of  the  dreadful  holocaust,  urged  negotiations 
between  the  belligerents.  In  the  “Intimate  Papers”  of 
Colonel  House,  it  is  now  disclosed  that  on  17th  October, 

1915,  the  President  of  the  United  States  officially  urged  on 
the  British  Government  peace  negotiations;  and  these  went 
so  far  that,  with  the  approval  of  Entente  Powers,  he  was 
furnished  a special  train  through  France,  and  reached 
Berlin  in  January,  1916,— and  this  at  a time  which  would 
have  meant  the  saving  of  millions  of  lives  and  billions  of 
money. 


The  English  Prime  Minister,  Mr.  Baldwin,  said  on  the 
tth  November,  1925:  “With  war  and  the  preparation  for 
v^ar  go  the  stratagems  of  diplomacy,  the  dropping  of  the 
code  of  morals,  a holiday  for  truth  and  an  aftermath  of 
c ynicism.  In  the  arena  of  international  rivalry  and  conflict 
lien  have  placed  patriotism  above  truthfulness,  as  the 
i ulispensable  virtue  of  statesmen.”  He  must  have  lieen 
reading  the  Australian  daily  papers. 

A great  English  publicist  has  since  written:  “Never  in 
i lodern  history  was  public  faith  in  Go\ernments  and  their 
assurances  so  rudely  shaken  as  in  the  late  war.  Not  only 
i 1 France  and  Russia,  but  in  this  country,  the  official 
j istifications  for  the  war  which  were  advanced  at  the 
( utset  were  not  the  real  and  true  ones.  Nor  were  the  aims 
a ml  i)urposes  first  avowed  those  which  were  actually 
1 ursued;  some  openly,  others  in  the  form  of  secret  agree- 
1 lents,  as  soon  as  the  nations  had  been  set  to  work  at  tlie 
1 orrible  business  of  killing  each  other.” 

The  Perth  Conference  went  further  with  its  resolutions, 
and  made  practical  suggestions  for  peace.  For  publishing 
taese  suggestions.  Labor  leaders  and  Labor  publishers  were 
j rosecuted,  the  Armistice  alone  saving  them  from  further 
1 ersecution  and  terms  of  imprisonment,  which  were  sought 
far  by  the  Censor’s  Department.  Finally  these  resolutions 
appeared  in  the  Peace  Treaty  of  1919. 

At  Perth  it  was  decided: — 

"We,  therefore,  urge  that  immediate  negotiations  be 
initiated  for  an  International  Conference,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  aiTanging  equitable  terms  of  peace,  on  which 
Conference  the  working-class  organisations  shall  have 
adequate  representation,  and  the  inclusion  of  women 
delegates;  and  we  further  urge  that  the  British  self- 
governing  Dominions  and  Ireland  shall  be  granted 
separate  representation  thereon.” 

This  was  done;  all  the  self-governing  Dominions  were 
i ranted  separate  representation,  and  signed  the  Treaty  of 
Peace;  and  Ireland  has  also  been  admitted  to  full  authority 
( n the  League  of  Nations. 

The  Perth  Conference  further  resolved: — 

“We  submit  that,  in  framing  the  terms  of  a lasting 
Peace,  the  following  jirinciples  should  be  observed:— 

“1.  The  right  of  small  nations  (including  Ireland) 
to  political  independence.” 

This  was  carried  out  in  the  Treaty,  self-determination 
leing  made  by  it  the  basis  of  national  life  to  countiies 
v'hich  had  for  centuries  been  struggling  to  be  free,  and 
Iceland  later  received  some  restitution  of  its  rights. 

"2.  That  the  European  couniries  occupied  by 


invading  armies  during  the  jiresent  war  be  immediately 
evacuated.” 

The  enemy  countries  did  this. 

“3.  That  disputed  provinces  or  territories  shall 
choose  their  own  forms  of  a government,  or  shall  be 
^ attached  to  such  adjacent  countries  as  the  majority 

of  their  inhabitants  may  by  plebiscite  decide,  on  the 
democratic  ])rinci]de  that  all  just  government  must 
rest  on  the  consent  of  the  governed.  The  free  exercise 
of  such  choice,  under  conditions  of  political  equality, 
to  be  secured  by  the  apjiointment  of  an  international 
commission  of  control. 

“Note.-  This  couise  (with  such  safeguards  for  the 
rights  of  minorities  of  mixed  races  as  the  Conference 
V might  devise  would  secure  a final  settlement  of  the 

rival  claims  for  Alsace-Lorraine,  Poland.  Transyl- 
vania. and  other  territories  similarly  circumstanced.” 

I’he  Peace  Treaty  secured  this,  plebiscites  of  the  people 
arranged  in  three  countries,  and  Alsace-Lorraine, 
Transylvania,  Poland.  Bessarabia.  Croatia,  Bohemia,  and 
other  territories  similarly  situated  were  given  their  natural 
nationhood. 

The  Perth  Labor  men  further  urged: 

“4.  That,  prior  to  the  disbandment  of  the  combatant 
armies  and  the  merchant  navies  employed  in  the  war, 
they  shall  be  utilised  by  an  organised  system  of  volun- 
teer service  for  restoring  the  devastated  territories  at 
the  expense  of  the  invading  powers,  which  shall  also 
compensate  the  widows  and  dependents  of  all  non- 
combatants,  including  seamen,  who  have  lost  their 
lives  as  a result  of  hostilities.” 

This  has  been  done  by  the  Peace  Treaty. 

Perth  resolution  5 reads :- 

“That,  where  an  amicable  arrangement  cannot  be 
reached  by  the  Peace  Conference  in  regard  to  captured 
colonies  and  dependencies,  such  territories  shall  be 
placed  provisionally  under  international  control.” 

Article  22  of  the  Peace  Treaty  says:— 

“To  those  colonies  and  territories  which  as  a conse- 
ciuence  of  the  late  war  hav^e  ceased  to  be  under  the 
sovereignty  of  the  States  which  formerly  governed  them, 
and  which  are  inhabited  by  peoples  not  yet  able  to  stand 
by  themselves  under  the  strenuous  conditions  of  the 
modern  world,  there  should  be  applied  the  principle  that 
the  well-being  and  development  of  such  peoples  form  a 
sacred  trust  of  civilisation,  and  that  securities  for  the  per- 
formance of  this  trust  should  be  embodied  in  this 
Covenant. 


•‘The  best  method  of  giving  practical  effect  to  this 
principle  is  that  the  tutelage  of  sucli  peoples  should  be 
intrusted  to  advanced  nations  who  by  reason  of  their 
resources,  their  experience  of  their  geographical  position, 
ian  best  undertake  the  responsibility,  and  who  are  willing 
:o  accept  it,  and  that  this  tutelage  should  be  exercised  by 
them  as  mandatories  on  behalf  of  the  I>,eague.” 

The  Perth  Conference  asked; 

“6.  That  the  freedom  of  the  seas  be  secured  on  the 
lines  laid  down  by  President  Wilson,  of  America,  in 
his  speech  at  Washington,  in  May,  1916,  where  he 
advocated:  ‘A  universal  association  of  the  Nations  to 
maintain  the  inviolate  security  of  the  highway  of  the 
seas  for  the  common  and  unhindered  use  of  all  the 
Nations  of  the  world.’  ” 

This  was  not  carried  out,  because  of  English  objections, 
but  that  does  not  mean  that  it  is  not  equitable  and  still 
lesirable. 

The  Perth  Conference  passed  resolution  7 — 

“The  abolition  of  trading  in  armaments  and  the 
prohibition  of  the  private  manufacture  thereof.” 

Article  8 of  the  Peace  Treaty  reads:  “The  members  of 
:he  League  agree  that  the  manufacture  by  private  enter- 
prise of  munitions  and  implements  of  war  is  open  to  grave 
abjections.  The  Council  shall  advise  how  the  evil  elfects 
ittendant  upon  such  manufacture  can  be  prevented,  due 
regard  being  had  to  the  necessities  of  those  members  of 
;he  League,  which  are  not  able  to  manufacture  the 
nunitions  and  implements  of  war  necessary  for  their 
safety.” 

Perth  Conference  8 desired: — 

■‘The  abolition  of  conscription  in  all  countries 
simultaneously.  ” 

The  Peace  Treaty  applies  this  only  to  Germany 
(article  173):  “Universal  compulsory  military  service  shail 
3e  abolished  in  Germany.  The  German  army  may  only  be 
constituted  and  recruited  by  means  of  voluntary  enlist- 
nent.” 

But  Article  8 of  the  Treaty  went  thus  far  to  every 
lation  when  it  agreed: — “The  members  of  the  League 
’ecognise  that  the  maintenance  of  peace  required  the 
•eduction  of  national  armaments  to  the  lowest  point  con- 
ustent  with  national  safety  and  the  enforcement  by 
’ommon  action  of  international  obligations.” 


\n 


And  the  Labor  Party  Platform  urges  “Deletion  of  all 
•clauses  in  the  Defence  Act  relating  to  compulsory  training 
and  service,”  as  there  can  be  no  question  but  that  our 
compulsory  military  training  is  a disguised  form  of 
conscription. 

Perth  Conference  resolution  9: 

“The  control  of  foriegn  relations  under  a democratic 
system  based  upon  publicity  in  lieu  of  the  present 
methods  of  secret  diplomacy.” 

The  Peace  Treaty  has  as  its  Article  18: — “Every  Treaty 
of  international  engagement  entered  into  hereafter  by  any 
member  of  the  League  shall  be  forthwith  registered  with 
the  Secretariat,  and  shall  as  soon  as  possible  be  published 
by  it.  No  such  Treaty  or  International  Engagement  shall 
be  binding  until  so  registered.” 

Perth  resolution  10: 

“That  the  existing  machinery  for  International 
Arbitration  be  expanded  to  embrace  a Concert  of 
Europe,  ultimately  merging  into  a world-wide  Parlia- 
ment, as  advocated  by  President  Wilson  in  a recent 
message  to  the  American  Congress.” 

The  Peace  Treaty  agrees  with  this  fully.  Articles  13 
and  14  read:  “The  members  of  the  League  agree  that 
whenever  any  dispute  shall  arise  between  them  which  they 
recognise  to  be  suitable  for  submission  to  arbitration,  and 
which  cannot  be  satisfactorily  settled  by  diplomacy,  they 
will  submit  the  whole  subject  matter  to  arbitration.  The 
Council  shall  formulate  and  submit  to  the  members  of  the 
League  for  adoption  plans  for  the  establishment  of  a Per- 
manent Court  of  International  Justice.  The  Court  shaU 
be  competent  to  hear  and  determine  any  dispute  of  an 
international  character  which  the  parties  thereto  submit 
to  it.  The  Court  may  also  give  an  advisory  opinion  upon 
any  dispute  or  question  referred  to  it  by  the  Council  or  by 
the  Assemblv.” 
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I1.-LAB0R  POLICY  ENDED  THE  WAR. 

The  Labor  I'arty’s  policy  ended  the  war.  even  if  it  didn’t 
w 11  it  T suppose  there  are  none  of  onr  opponents  but  will 
a<  init  that  but  for  the  blockade  of  (lerniany  the  war  would 
In  ve  continued  indefinitely.  Every  writer  of  authority,  or 
no  authority,  agrees  with  that.  And  this  was  made  possible 
in  International  Law  because  the  Declaration  of  London, 
w lich  was  agreed  to  by  the  English  (Government  in  1911, 

w IS  never  finally  adopted. 

,\t  the  Imperial  Conference  of  1911,  the  first  time  Labor 
hud  been  represented  at  such  a Conference,  and  the  only 
Libor  representatives  being  the  Australian  Ministers,  this 
1 ) :jclaration  was  brought  forward  for  condemnation  by  the 
A istralian  Labor  delegaft's.  Mr.  Fisher,  for  Australia,  had 
p aced  the  matter  on  the  notice  paper,  and  stated:  “We  as 
a Labor  Government  disapprove  of  the  Declaration,”  and 
n oved;  “That  it  is  regretted  that  the  Dominions  were  not 
c nisulted  prior  to  the  acceptance  by  the  British  delegates 

0 ' the  terms  of  the  Declaration  of  Linidon,  and  it  is  not 
(Lsirable  that  Great  Britain  should  adopt  the  inclusion  of 

its  Articles  24,  48  to  52.” 

To  this  motion  Sir  Edward  Grey,  the  English  Foieign^ 
Minister,  spoke:  “We  have  agreed  under  the  Declaration 
of  London  that  we  would  not  seize  goods  which  are 
conditional  contraband  when  they  are  consigned  to  a 
r i^utral  power,  even  when  destined  for  an  enemy,  though 
\ (^rotofore  we  have  claimed  the  right  to  seize  those  goods. 
Therefore  that  is  a restriction  upon  our  power  of  bringing 
] ressure  to  bear  upon  an  enemy  when  we  aie  at  wai. 

In  spite  of  the  vigorous  jirotests  of  Mr.  Batchelor,  also 
fii  Australian  Labor  delegate,  all  the  other  Governments 

1 t the  Conference  approved  a resolution  accepting  the 
Declaration,  whilst  Australia  refrained  from  voting.  It  wms 
the  non-operation  of  the  Declaration  of  London  by  the 
blockade  of  enemy  coasts  wdiich  finished  the  war. 

And  yet  our  anti-Labor  press  constantly  sneers  at 
J.abor’s  inability  to  carry  out  a Foreign  poli(“y. 
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1II.-WHY  LABOR  IS  AGAINST  WAR 


I 


The  I^altor  TMrty  is  against  w-ar  and  all  forms  of 
militarism.  Through  this  it  incurs  the  constant  hostility 
and  misrepresentation  of  those  whose  interests,  pomp,  and 
])ositions  depend  upon  a continuance  of  the  ])resenr  system. 
Our  fight  against  Conscription,  which  we  defeated  twice 
l)y  great  majorities,  brought  upon  us  the  charge  of 
disloyalty,  but  saved  our  young  manhood  and  our  future 
freedom. 

Our  Defence  Platform  is: 


DEFENCE. 

1 Adequate  home  defence  against  possible  foreign 
aggression. 

2 That  the  Commonweahh  Constitution  l)e  amended 
to  include  a c-ondition  that  no  Australian  can  be 
conscripted  for  military  service. 

Amendment  of  Defence  Aet  to  secure  - 

(a  ) Deletion  of  all  clauses  relating  to  compulsory 
training  and  service; 

(b)  Any  sentence  imposed  by  court-marrial  to  be 
subject  to  review  by  a civil  court: 

(c)  Xo  offence  to  be  created  by  regulation;  no 
penalty  to  be  imposed  by  regulation; 

(d)  Xo  em))loyment  of  or  interference  by  soldiers 
in  industrial  disputes; 

(e)  Xo  raising  of  forces  for  service  outside  the 
Commonweahh.  or  participation  or  jiromise 
of  i)artici])ati()]i  in  any  future  overseas  war, 
excej'h  by  dec'ision  of  the  jieople. 


0 The  Labor  Party  wants  our  Commonwealth  to  abide 

honestly  by  the  iirincijdes  and  terms  of  the  Peace  Treaty. 

Its  memliers  were  not  against  going  to  war  in  1914- 
1919.  They  went  voluntarily,  believing  that  it  w'as  a w^ar 
to  end  war;  and,  misled  as  they  were  by  lying  propaganda, 
alleged  Belgian  atrocities,  ])re.ss  manufactured  corpse 
factories,  and  by  the  nevei-  published  plan  of  the  Kaiser  to 
parcel  out  Australian  lands  amongst  his  followers,  they 
enlisted  in  great  numbers.  One  union  had  37.000  of  its 
members  at  the  Front.  But  they  liad  no  personal  animosity 
as  Australian  w'orkers  against  the  men  wdio  toiled  in  the 
factory,  the  farm,  or  the  mine,  in  Germany.  Austria. 
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Turkey,  or  Bulgaria.  Their  tight  was  against  the  Kaisers, 
ttie  Junkers,  the  Capitalists  who  enslaved  their  fellow- 
\ workmen.  With  what  result?  The  Kaiser  was  not  tried. 

' 'hat  part  of  the  Treaty,  upon  which  Lloyd  George  won  his 
‘ Hang  the  Kaiser”  election  was,  undei’  royalist  influences, 
l ever  carried  out.  The  Capitalist  is  still  supreme.  The 
A^hole  world  groans  under  the  14  billions  of  debt  with  which 
i s future  for  generations  to  come  is  enslaved.  The 
German  royal  family,  through  the  influence  of  its  powerful 
( ynastic  connections,  still  owns  its  castles,  and  has 
leceived  grants  of  millions  of  ])ounds  at  the  expense  of  the 
German  working  man. 

But  v.'hat  has  come  to  the  men  who  tight?  The 
Nationalist  Governments  which  promised  the  soldiers  who 
’vent  out  to  tight  a fair  deal,  have  made  in  many  cases  the 
]ot  to  the  60,0(10  Australians  who  never  returned. 
The  treatment  of  the  returned  men  is  a national  disgrace. 
Unemployment  and  misery,  lunacy  and  blindness,  and 
)altry  pensions!  Soldier  settlers,  ])laced  on  unsuitable 
Dlocks,  for  which  extravagant  prices  were  paid  to  “win 
he  war”  owners,  are  spending  their  years  and  energies 
vvith  impossible  ho])es  of  success. 

The  whole  cost  (.)f  living  has  so  increased  through  the 
^var,  that  the  ordinary  comforts  of  life  are  denied  to  many 
men.  women,  and  children;  whilst  on  the  other  hand  more 
than  one  dav’s  work  per  week  of  everA’  worker  goes  to  pay 
the  interest  charges  of  a national  debt  incurred  to  wealth 
which  was  never  conscripted.  And  this  position  has  been 
made  more  intolerable  by  a Nationalist  Government,  which, 
by  returning  to  a gold  standard,  has  awarded  to  every 
bmnl-holder  an  increase  of  one-fourth  in  the  final  value 
of  his  loan. 

If  it  wasn't  war  to  end  war,  it  was  a war  to  end 
warriors,  and  to  cruelly  ag,2;randise  those  who  exploited 

them. 

And  has  the  war  ended  war? 

A people  whose  heart  is  desirous  of  peace  seduced  into 
a war  for  definite  peace  ideals  has  reached  the  conclusion 
that  all  its  efforts  have  been  resultless,  all  our  sacrifice  of 
60,000  Australian  lives  in  foreign  graves  have  been  in  vain, 
and  that  our  objectives  have  not  been  attained.  Thousands 
of  ruined  lives,  and  a debt  that  paralyses  many  of  our  most 
desirable  reforms,  is  our  heritage  of  the  war. 

Science,  which  should  be  the  handmaid  of  humanity, 
is  degrading  itself  still  further  in  the  sendee  of  war,  and  is 
engaged  all  over  the  world  in  the  invention  of  still  moie 
hideous  methods  of  murder,  with  devices  of  chemical 
warfare  designed  less  to  destroy,  than  to  maim,  wound,  and 
torture  their  victims. 


The  time  is  rapidly  approaching  when  the  civilised 
world  will  be  in  the  possession  of  forces  sufficiently  strong 
to  destroy  itself,  if  these  forces  are  used  for  the  destruction 
instead  of  the  protection  and  development  of  human  life. 
We  are  now  facing  the  supreme  test  as  to  whether  the 
discoveries  of  science  are  to  be  exploited  in  mutually 
destructive  warfare,  born  of  suspicion,  ignorance,  and 
hatred,  or  to  be  used  for  the  promotion  of  human  welfare. 


IV.-THE  AFTERMATH  OF  WAR. 

We  are,  indeed,  sobered  and  disenchanted.  After  nine 
years  of  peace  there  is  more  fear  and  talk  of  war.  and  more 
feverish  prejiarations  for  aggression,  than  before  1914. 

Rear-Admiral  Allen,  who  fought  in  the  Falkland  Islands 
battle,  speaking  recently  at  Bournemouth,  said:  ‘‘I  served 
in  the  navy  for  35  years,  and  wiien  I left  I had  time  to  read 
and  think  things  I had  not  read  or  thought  about  before. 
We  have  spent  13  hundred  million  pounds  since  the 
last  war.  Last  year  England  spent  £120,000,000  on 
armaments  for  the  next  struggle,  and  this  year  only  three 
millions  less.  There  is  little  or  no  disannament  going  on 
amongst  the  nations  of  the  world.  It  is  hidden  under  the 
word  ‘replacing.'  When  a battleship  was  worn  out  it  is 

replaced,  usually  by  another  costing  verv  much  more  than 
the  first  one  did.” 

Yet  there  are  some  people  who  still  want  war.  When 
Ramsay  MacDonald,  as  leader  of  the  English  Labor  Party, 
introduced  into  the  House  of  Commons,  in  March,  1925* 
this  resolution: — ’ ’ 

“That  no  Treaty  shall  be  ratified  and  no  diplomatic 
arrangement  or  understanding  with  a foreign  State 
involving  directly  or  indirectly  national  obligations 
shall  be  concluded  without  the  consent  of  Parliament, 
and  no  co-operation  in  war  between  the  naval,  military 
or  air  staffs  and  the  naval,  military  or  air  staffs  of  a 
foreign  State  shall  be  lawful  unless  consequent  upon 
.such  arrangements  or  understanding,  and  this  resolu- 
tion shall  be  communicated  to  all  States  with  which 
the  country  is  in  diplomatic  relations  and  to  the 
League  of  Nations,” 
it  was  defeated  by  255  to  133. 

The  commonest  error  in  politics  is  sticking  to  the 
carcases  of  dead  policies. 


Australia  should  adoitt  a definile  position  of  noii- 
inLervenrion  in  European  aflairs  which  means  for  us 
keeping  ourselves  as  far  as  })ossible  to  ourselves,  and 
removing  once  for  all  the  idea  that  w'e  have  a mission  to 
conquer,  civilise,  and  moralise  mankind. 

We  are  strong  enough  to  take  care  of  ourselves  without 
alliances,  if  only  we  do  not  waste  our  force  on  matters 
which  do  not  concern  us. 

The  Canadian  Parliament  unanimously  adopted  a 
resolution,  proposed  by  its  Prime  Minister,  that  the  formal 
approval  of  Parliament  must  be  obtained  before  the 
Government  ratified  or  accepted  any  military  treaties 
enterd  into  l»y  Great  Britain. 

Our  strength  should  be  fostered  in  the  Commonwealth 
by  just  legislation,  and  by  economy  at  home,  thereby  pro- 
ducing those  great  elements  of  powder,  the  happiness,  peace 
and  prosperity  of  the  Nation. 

The  Lal)or  Party  is  strong  in  its  holies  for  the  future, 
because  it  best  serves  the  whole  of  tlu'  Australian  people. 

It  wants  to  end  war,  not  by  ]ire])aring  for  w^ar,  but  by 
pre])aring  for  Peace. 
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HOW  TO  ORGANISE  A LABOR  LEAGUE. 


Talk  tiu'  matter  over  with  those  most  likely  to  co- 
operate. 

If,  say.  ten  or  more  [lersons  indicate  theii’  willingness 
to  join,  fix  a date  for  the  meeting  to  be  held.  Inform  the 
Secretary  of  the  Central  Executive  of  the  A.L.P..  Trades 
Hall,  Melbourne,  of  the  proposed  meeting,  and  he  will 
render  all  possible  assistance.  In  country  districts  a less 
number  than  ten  members  mav  form  a Branch  of  the 
A.L.P. 


Advertise  the  meeting  some  days  before  the  date  fixed, 
and  take  such  other  stejis  as  may  suggest  themselves  to 
create  interest. 


Send  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Central  Executive  of  the 
A.L.P..  'Frades  Hall,  xlelliourne.  for  memhership  tickets 
suflicient  for  your  probable  requirements.  Tickets  cost  dd. 
per  book  of  ten  tickets. 


Arrange  for  a mov^r  and  seconder  of  a resolution 
somewdiat  in  tliis  form:  “That  this  meeting  is  in  syinjiathy 
with  the  Labor  Movement,  and  accepts  the  Platforms  and 
Constitution  of  the  .\ustralian  Labor  Party,  and  resolves 
to  establisli  a Branch  of  the  A.L.P.  at 


Pdect  officers  ]iro  tern.  It  is  advisable  to  let  the  election 
of  ])Prmanent  officers  sfand  over  until  the  Branch  is  more 
effectively  organised. 

Advise  the  Secretary  of  the  Central  Executive  of  the 
A.L.P..  Trades  Hall.  Melbourne,  as  to  what  has  been  done, 
and  he  will  furnish  any  information  required  for  the 
further  conduct  of  the  Branch. 


The  Branch  having  been  formed,  special  attention 
should  be  directed  to  seeing  that  men  and  W'omen  living 
in  the  district,  who  are  eligible  to  vote,  are  on  the  rolls  for 
Federal.  State.  Municijial  and  othei'  elections.  Urge  upon 
them  always  the  great  importance  of  exercising  the 
framdiise.  Information  as  to  rolls,  etc.,  will  be  supplied 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Central  Executive  whenever 
aiiplication  is  made. 

The  influence  of  the  L.abor  Press  is  an  important  factor 
in  educating,  organising,  and  agitating  for  social  and 
political  reform.  Read  “The  Worker,”  “The  Echo,”  and 
the  “Labor  Call,”  in  order  to  keen  in  touch  with  the  Move- 
ment. It  will  be  money  well  invested. 


EDUCATE! 


ORGANISE! 


AGITATE! 


